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‘We just wanted to congratulate you on the format and feel of the new magazine. It is 

just the right size, the articles are interesting and not too long, and, when we are flooded 

with magazines of every sort, we immediately want to put it at the top of the pile!’                          
(a member)
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Large and small figures of other saints also stood in the churches with the 
principal saints, and some of these other saints had chapels or altars dedicated 
to them, with more associated imagery.

The vast majority of this imagery was stripped away at the Reformation 
in the 16th century, with further losses around the time of the Civil War. 
Standing figures were taken down and destroyed, paintings were whitewashed, 
and relief sculpture of saints on tombs, screens and reredoses defaced, as an 
attempt to suppress the power of the saints in the popular imagination. The 
memory of the saints survived in the dedications of churches, although it is 
possible that dedications may have changed after the Reformation, as they 
also did in earlier periods.

The tradition of having images of saints in churches remained strong in 
Catholic churches, and the Catholic Emancipation Act of 1829 contributed 
to the building of more new Catholic churches that were sometimes furnished 
with images of a wide range of saints. Images of the saints seldom returned to 
Anglican churches until the mid-19th century, and the saints found in stained 
glass windows or as painting and sculpture tended to be New Testament 
saints, as non-biblical saints were often regarded as dangerously Catholic.

The growing confidence of the Anglo-Catholic movement later in the 19th 
century and into the 20th century saw an increase in the range of saints depicted 
in some Anglican churches, although the kind of freestanding figures found in 
Catholic churches remained unusual. Saints depicted in churches were often 
the patrons of the church, and images of non-biblical saints – whether pop-
ular international saints such as St Catherine, St Margaret, St Francis and 
St Lawrence, or British saints such as St Chad, St Aidan and St Winefride – 
were increasingly commissioned in stained glass, on pulpits and on reredoses.

Local saints are particularly prominent as the patrons of churches in the 
far south-west of England, Wales, Scotland and parts of northern England. 
Some British saints are clearly more prominent as patrons of churches, such 
as St Kentigern, St Oswald, St Edmund, St David and St Petroc, who all have 
a large number of medieval and modern churches dedicated to them, as do 
some of the more prominent Irish saints such as St Patrick, St Columba and 
St Brigid.

Many other local patrons have only one or two churches dedicated to them, 
indicating that they were only important quite locally, although some saints 
that were only the patron of a single church, such as St Melangell at Pennant 
Melangell in mid-Wales, seem to have attracted large numbers of pilgrims in 
the later Middle Ages.

It has often been assumed that churches dedicated to British saints were 
founded by them, a claim that occasionally seems to be attested in the earli-
est literature about the saints. This cannot have always been true, and where it 
might have been the case it suggests a change of dedication at some unknown 
date. If one of these early saints had indeed founded a church, they would have 
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Left: St Cadog, by C E Kempe, 1884; St Cadoc’s, Llangattock-Vibon-Avel, Monmouthshire.
Right: St Cynhaiarn, by James Powell & Sons, 1906; St Cynhaearn’s, Ynyscynhaearn, Gwynedd.
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Director’s Report
Rachel Morley

I must begin with a note of thanks. We have been truly blown away by the sup-
port we’ve received in the past few months. Since September, we’ve gained 
a staggering 417 new members. I am gobsmacked and grateful that so many 
people believe in our work. To those new members: welcome! But it’s not just 
new recruits that have knocked our socks off – it’s the swell of support from 
our existing members too. Over 1,700 have renewed their annual membership 
with the Friends. 

As you may or may not know, the Friends relies heavily on support of mem-
bership subscriptions. So, thanks to your support, we have now completed the 
transfer of St Andrew’s, South Runcton in Norfolk, and have agreed to adopt 
the long-standing redundant church at Kenderchurch in Herefordshire.

As well as support from members, we’ve enjoyed significant support from 
Historic England and Cadw. Last summer, Historic England awarded us 
£1.54m from the Treasury’s Heritage Stimulus Fund – a part of the wider 
Culture Recovery Fund. This was for 80% of eligible costs for major repairs at 
eight English churches. However, Historic England have since increased this 
to £2.11m for repairs to twelve churches. We are astounded by this support.

In Wales, our application to Cadw’s maintenance and minor repairs 
funding scheme, was successful and we were awarded £25,417, which was 
75% of eligible costs. This funding enabled us to undertake urgent repairs 
at St Lawrence’s, Gumfreston, Pembrokeshire; repoint the leaky bellcote at 
St Mark’s, Brithdir, Gwynedd; and mend the panelled ceiling at St Andrew’s, 
Bayvil in Pembrokeshire.

This money goes straight back into employing consultants, craftspeople, 
and contractors. It safeguards jobs, generates employment, and helps protect 
our irreplaceable built heritage. Thank you to Cadw and Historic England for 
their faith in our work.

However, this funding didn’t come without pressure. In Wales, we needed 
to complete all of the repairs by the end of February. In England, we needed 
to spend the entire grant, that is £2.11m, by 31 of March. To specify works, 
obtain permissions and licences, tender contracts and complete works over 
winter and in such a tight turnaround was a tall order. Needless to say, there 
have been many sleepless nights, but we did it! I must give all credit to our 
excellent teams of consultants and contractors. 

Our work isn’t quite over yet, however, as we have until 30 June to complete 
the remaining 20% of repairs at our English churches.

To all of our project teams: my most heartfelt thanks. Thank you for pulling 
this off, and for putting up with my panicked calls!

Opposite: Adrian Everitt of Bone Black Ltd. graining the ceiling at St Mary’s, Long Crichel
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About the Friends of Friendless Churches

Founded in 1957, we are a registered charity that 
rescues and repairs closed places of worship in 
England and Wales. 

We currently care for more than 60 historic 
churches and chapels of architectural and 
historical importance, from early medieval 
single cell structures to soaring 20th-century 
masterpieces, and including Anglican, Catholic 
and non-conformist denominations. At these 
beautiful, landmark buildings we undertake 
gentle repairs, sensitive restoration, and careful 
conservation, and with the help of volunteers, 
we keep them open year-round. 

We champion traditional repair methods and 
support local communities by employing local 
crafts and tradespeople. We also aim to be 
a voice for disused churches in the heritage 
sector and beyond, bringing attention to the 
growing challenge of the future of redundant 
places of worship and advocating for their 
importance and perpetual preservation. 

The Friends of Friendless Churches is an 
independent, non-denominational charity 
which receives no government funding 
in England, and a modest grant in Wales. 
Advertising is one of the ways in which we can 
raise funds to continue our work. You can learn 
more about us at fofc.org.uk.

Friends of Friendless Churches Magazine

The FoFC’s members and affiliates receive our 
printed magazine twice a year. New members 
also receive the latest magazine as part of their 
membership enrolment pack and copies are 
distributed at our talks and events throughout 
the UK.

This highly respected and long-established 
member magazine was completely redesigned 
in 2021 with 65 full-colour pages (245 x 172mm) 
on a fine recycled paper, delivered in a 
compostable bag. The updated format has 
garnered praise for its style as well as substance.

Each issue includes a unique, trusted round-
up of the latest heritage news, curated by 
heritage sector expert, Matthew Saunders. 
Featured articles by guest authors take a deep 
dive into the fabric of our buildings, and reveal 
fascinating stories of the people, events, beliefs, 
customs, politics and physical landscapes that 
have shaped these places over the centuries. 
In addition, the magazine includes reviews and 
listings of relevant new books, and the latest 
news about our organisation and projects.

Circulation & Reader Profile

The bi-annual magazine has a print run of 3,500. 
More than 3000 are delivered to members 
(‘Friends’). Our readership is an educated, 
cultured audience with a lively interest in 
heritage conservation, historical architecture, 
British and ecclesiastical history, traditional 
crafts, and the Arts. Our membership base 
and wider audience also include many sector 
professionals, such as architects, builders, 
conservators and craftspeople, as well as 
organisations and institutions. 

Advertising specifications

Copy must be submitted electronically to  
clare.kirk@fofc.org.uk as a press quality PDF, 
JPEG or TIFF file (minimum 300dpi).

Additional dimensions & production information 
as well as advertising terms and conditions will 
be included in our advertising contract.

Advertising enquiries and bookings

If you have any questions or would like to see 
a sample of our magazine, please contact Clare 
Kirk, the Editor, at clare.kirk@fofc.org.uk

Advertising opportunities

Each issue of the FoFC magazine carries just 
TWO full-page advertisements – the inside 
front and back covers.

As part of the advertising package you will 
receive a complimentary copy of the magazine 
featuring your advertisement.

Publication dates and copy deadlines

Issue 	 Publication date	 Copy deadline		

Jun 2024	 late May 2024	 18 Apr 2024

Dec 2024	 late Nov 2024	 Oct 2024

Jue 2025	 late May 2025	 Apr 2025

Dec 2025	 late Nov 2025	 Oct 2025

Advertisement	 Price	 Size

Full-page bleed	 £450	 245 X 172mm plus 3mm 
		  bleed all round 		

Full-page – discounted	 £405 (£810 for two full-page 
rate for TWO issues	 placements, a 10% discount)

By purchasing advertising 
space in the Friends of 
Friendless Churches magazine 
you are supporting our 
charity’s work to save 
historically significant and 
much-loved closed churches 
from demolition, decay and 
unsympathetic conversion. 

Thank you.


